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What is wrong with lab practicals?

One time event

Staged

Incomplete procedures

Superficial reports

Evidence that they can actually do more bad than good





Rubric designed to characterise the level of inquiry in higher education laboratory 
curricula (adapted from Buck et al., 2008). 



Lab Pod: where magic happens…



What is a Lab Pod?

Run like a real research lab

Hypothesis-driven research project

1 day per week throughout the academic year

Focus on scientific rigour and the mastering of basic 
biomedical research techniques

Analytical and transferable skills
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Getting ‘those’ skills…



Lessons learnt

• Authentic learning labs are resource intensive

• Lab Pods require highly qualified and trained staff

• Lab Pods require technical support

However…

• Rewarding for students and staff
• Learning happens almost by osmosis 
• Students feel a huge sense of achievement and pride when 

‘things’ finally work!
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